The agricultural institutes of Veneto
Gathered in a regional network, promote the environment and biodiversity preservation.
The BIONET project involves the ISISS “D. Sartor” of
Castelfranco Veneto, the ISISS “Della Lucia” of Feltre
and the ISISS “ Duca degli Abruzzi” of Padova.
The Institute “D. Sartor” of Castelfranco Veneto preserves some typical breeds of guinea fowl, turkey and
poultry and the cultures of corn “Biancoperla”, spelt
“Monococcum” and wheat “Piave”.
The Institure “Duca degli Abruzzi” of Padova preserves
the poultry breeds of Veneto with especial regard to
Padovana and Polverara hen. The plant species preserved are: corn “Biancoperla”, spelt “Monococcum”
and wheat “Piave”.
The Institute “Della Lucia” of Feltre focuses its action
mainly towards on the conservation and characterization of plant and animal species typical of the mountain territory of Belluno-Feltre.
In particular, among the plant species, the corn “Sponcio” and barley “Agordino”, are preserved. Among the
horticultural species, the bean “Gialet”, among the
grape varieties, the “Bianchetta Trevigiana” are preserved. Among the animal breeds most of the Venetian
poultry races and the Lamon sheep, are preserved.
Of fundamental importance for schools, is the involvement in the project of students, teachers and technical staff. In particular, students are directly involved at
all stages of breeding and cultivation of the preserved
species. In fact, teachers plan the specific units of
learning to promote the culture of biodiversity. Some
students were also selected for the assignment of
specific scholarships.

BIONET
Program
The BIONET Program, foreseen funded by the misure
214/H of the PSR (2007/13) sees the collaboration between several Venetian entities, coordinated by Veneto
Agricoltura, they set up a temporary Association in order to carry on targeted actions and concerted (characterization, collection), as well as side actions (information, spread) aimed at the recovery and conservation of
breeds in danger of extinction and vegetable species at
risk of genetic erosion.
The network program, coordinated by Veneto Agricoltura, has foreseen seven work groups: three in the field
vegetables, three in the field of animals and one in the
identication and charaterization of semi-natural grasslands. The working groups are divided into 34 sub-groups
that see the involvement, for two years (2013 and 2014),
of the associated Entities in the network. At the scientific level the BIONET Program see the involvement of a
team of over 30 persons among Teachers, Researchers
and PhDs.
The aim of the Program is to recover and conserve biodiversity and the focus is that genetic diversity represents
a resource that must be preserved for future generations. The farmers and breeders can perform the role of
guardians of biodiversity but at the condition that there
is a reasonable profitability in the use of local genetic
resources. However, the important activity of farmers
and breeders keepers alone is not sufficient to start a
process of enhancement of biodiversity as a driver of
local development.
The BIONET Program promotes the keepers activities
with actions targeted and concerted (characterization,
collection), as well as side actions (information, spread)
fulfilled by public entities operating in biodiversity field at
regional level.

BIONET
Program

Regional network for conservation
and characterization
of biodiversity of agricultural interest

animals

BIONET

Cattle

sheep

poultry

Info:

(1)

http://www.venetoagricoltura.org/basic.php?ID=4326
(1)

Students engaged in conservation activities

Initiative financed by the Rural Development Programme for Veneto 2007-2013
Body responsable for information: Veneto Agricoltura
Management authority: Veneto Region - Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

(1)

(2)

(1)

(1)
Istituto Superiore
di Istruzione Agraria

“Duca degli Abruzzi”
Padova

(1)

(2)

(1)
Istituto Statale d’Istruzione
Secondaria Superiore

“Domenico Sartor”
Castelfranco Veneto

Conservation and characterization activities; (2) characterization activities.

BIONET

BIONET

BIONET

Working group cattle

Working group sheep

Working group poultry

The breed cattle Burlina was widspread in the alpine and
hilly zones of Veneto before the second world war. It
was very much appreciated by farmers for its ability to
produce milk of good quality even in difficult environments with poor food availability.

In the 30s of the past century, in the Veneto provinces
at least a dozen breeds of sheep were reared, mostly of
autochthon origin, with an estimated population of more
than 90 thousand items. Subsequently, since the years
50-60 and more sharply in subsequent years, the regional sheep population has been significantly reduced.

Notwithstanding its ability to exploit the pastures, even
those most inaccessible, and produce milk very suitable
for the production of cheese, the Burlina has been forgotten for long time because it is less productive than
more selected breeds at cosmopolitan diffusion.
Only few breeders keepers of Treviso and Vicenza very
attached have continued to breed it. Starting from the
activities of this group of companies, through programs
of recovery and characterization of the breed supported
by the Veneto Region, that the number of animals has increased from just over 200 in 2004 to the current 600.

Currently only 4 breeds survive. For two of these, breed
Alpagota breed Brogna, the structure population has
given encouraging signs in the last years. For the breed
Lamon and Vicentina (or Foza) the populations size is
still limited.
Currently 4 autochthon breeds are breed that have Identity Record of population approved by MiPAAF (Italian
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry). For breeds
Alpagota and Brogna, the structure population and the
interest of breeders have shown positive signs of recovery in recent years (about 2000 breeding animals). For
Lamon and Foza or Vicentina breeds, however, the situation remains critical, but with small signs of improvement thanks the efforts of the Centers for Conservation
of public bodies.

The work developed for the charaterization of its products (milk, cheese and meat) is an useful tool for its
conservation and more generally for the protection of
the agraricultural biodiversity. At breed Burlina must be
reconized also a role in the environment protection specially the mountain.
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The Veneto Region is the custodian of a long tradition in the poultry sector that has been started from
the beginning of the last century with the costitution
of the Experimental Station of Poultry that already at
that time had the task to select and spread the local
poultry. Today the working group poultry is the continuation of a numerous series of projects and activities that, from time to time, have
carried on the conservation and
charaterization of the poultry genetic resources. In the course of
this program 13 breeds have been
taken in consideration.
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Duck: Germanata Veneta

Turkey: Bronzato Comune

Geese: Padovana

Duck: Mignon

Millefiori di Lonigo

Polverara

Ermellinata di Rovigo

Guinea fowls: camosciata

Turkey: Ermellinato

Pepoi

Robusta lionata

Padovana gran ciuffo

Brogna lambs
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Ducks: Germanata veneta, Mignon
Guinea fowls: camosciata
Geese: Padovana, Veneta
Chickens: Ermellinata di Rovigo; Millefiori
di Lonigo; Padovana argentata, bianca,
camosciata, dorata e nera; Padovana
pesante; Pepoi; Polverara bianca e nera,
Robusta lionata, Robusta maculata
Turkeys: Comune bronzato, Ermellinato
di Rovigo

